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9.67 Acres!  9.67 Acres!  Wow!  A lot of open space.  Three times, under three pastors, including this one,  

attempts were made to find a way to provide new space for the parish.  None of them, including the proposal we 

showed you a year ago, seemed to be within our reach as a parish. 

 

You do remember the architect's drawing of the proposed 

parish center that we showed you last year? That design was 

the result of months of meetings of the Master Planning 

Group, which still consists of parishioners and some finance 

council members, discussing, debating, and scratching our 

heads as to how we might best meet the physical needs of 

our parish.  After who-knows-how-many iterations of  

different proposals, we landed on the one that you saw last 

year.  We were advised by the architect that, most likely, it 

would be a $5 million project. 

 

After consultants from the Steier Development Group interviewed many parishioners in order to get a sense of 

our capacity to raise capital to build that proposed new parish center, we were advised that we could probably 

raise $3 to $4 million toward that $5 million project.  If we raised $4 million, we would have to finance $1  

million; if we raised only $3 million, we would have to finance $2 million. Never impossible, but it would have 

put severe pressure on our parish to continue running the normal operations of parish life, together with the debt  

payments. 

 

Then, the Master Planning group thought it best to get better 

figures on the proposed project from a reputable general  

contractor. After interviewing two, we decided to go with 

Krische Construction of Longmont, Colorado, who had  

recently finished building the first phase of St. Francis of  

Assisi Parish in Longmont. 

 

Krische Construction worked with our architect's plan to  

determine more realistic costs for our proposed parish center 

on our vacant property.  $6.4 million was the result.  And 

what if our parish were only able to raise $3 million in a capi-

tal campaign?  We would have to finance (indebt our parish) 

$3.4 million. Now that's a "brick wall"!  We even looked at 

cutting the project back in order to move it within the original 

$5 million price-tag.  We would have been left with not much 

more than a shell of four walls. 
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So...we've gone back to an earlier plan B as our plan A. The Master  

Planning group, together  with the members of the Finance Council, have  

decided to expand our current parish facilities to accommodate our space needs.  

The project is estimated at around $4 million. 

 

Instead of continuing to pay property taxes for another unknown number of years 

on those undeveloped 9.67 acres, I decided, along with the 

Finance Council, to request permission of the Archbishop of Denver 

to sell those acres.  We were given that permission and, with the potential of 

selling this land to a developer who could build senior housing, for instance, we 

have entered into an agreement with CBRE Commercial Brokers to market the 

property to qualified developers.  CBRE's scope of experience and reach is  

excellent.  The potential sale price on this property is between $3.7 and $4.5 million. 

What we receive from the sale of this land will be used to construct new space on the 

current parish site. 

 

The plan is to build new space attached to the west side of the parish worship space 

(church), with both an upstairs & downstairs, and toilet facilities located within 

that space.  Also, we will move the parish offices to a site on the southwest side of 

the parish church.  The current office space will be gutted, remodeled and made 

into a youth center. The parish Preschool will remain where it is.  We also  

continue to own 5 lots on the west side of the parish property, adjacent  

to the current homes on South Biscay Way. 

 

9.67 acres!  Let those who have the resources to develop the 

property do so. We will use the proceeds from the sale of those 

acres to meet our needs. Sometimes, we just have to be flexible.   

 

 

 

 

God bless you! 
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